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421 Yoctangee Parkway 

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601-3597 

(740) 702-2287 

 

Department:  _______________English Language Arts___________________________________  

 

 

List the Department Goal(s): 

 

 READING:  By 2011-2012, all students in grades 9-12 will increase the Reading Processes 
achievement by 5 percentage points on statewide assessments and by 3 percentage points on 
quarterly assessments. 

 

 

 

 WRITING:  By 2011-2012, all students in grades 9-12 will increase the Writing Applications 
achievement by 3 percentage points on statewide assessments and by 2 percentage points on 
quarterly assessments. 

 

 

Department Strength(s):  Individual Teachers should list what they have done and feel their individual 

strengths are in their classroom that support the stated department strengths. 

 

As a department, Language Arts made great strides in the use of Marzano Strategies in our classes in grades 9-

12.  Bell ringers were used as pre-assessment of new material as well as review of previous instruction.  

 

 Identifying Similarities and Differences – Daily classroom activities involved engaging students in 

discussions to assist them in understanding course content. This included providing opportunities for 

literary analysis through review of texts for direct application; students were encouraged to identify 

appropriate literary devices, etc in the novels and play studied.  
 Summarizing and Note Taking – Students were encouraged to summarize text provided via the novels and 

play for discussion in class and to take notes for further study and in preparation for assessments on the 

material provided.    

 Reinforcing Effort and Providing Recognition – Routine class discussion provided positive feedback to 

students as they worked their way through daily instructional material.   

 Homework and Practice – Students were assigned homework to reinforce instructional material provided 

in class as well as to further enhance their knowledge. Opportunities were provided for the students to 

practice the skills learned in class.    

 Setting Objectives and Providing Feedback - Rubrics were provided to assist students in understanding 

learning objectives, staying on task and to inform them of the guidelines for assessment. 

 Generating and Testing Hypotheses - Testing of hypotheses was often accomplished through daily class 

starters that afforded students the opportunity for analysis and observation. 

 Cues, Questions, and Advanced Organizers - Teacher-created study guides were provided to assist the 

students in developing comprehension skills while reading the assigned novels and play. These response 

activities were developed to encourage active reading.  

 

Writing: (Utilizing the Marzano Strategies) 

 
 Utilize graphic organizers for prewriting exercises and planning essays 



2 

 

“Making a positive difference in the lives of children.” 
 

 

 Stress the roles of research in persuasion 

 Review OGT based rubric and have students self-score as well as peer evaluation 

 Bell ringers for grammar and mechanics drill and practice 

 Frequent opportunities to practice all stages of the writing process:  planning/prewriting; drafting; 

revising/publishing;  

       self-reflection; feedback from the teacher and from peers 

 Frequent opportunities to express understanding of readings via written expression: comparison/contrast; 

cause/effect; literary analysis; summarizing key ideas; identifying elements of rhetoric and literary devices in a 

selection; personal response to connect with a piece, clarify its meaning, or predict outcomes 

 

 

Department Weakness(es)/ Action Plan to reach Department Goal:  Individual Teachers should list what they 

have done in their individual classrooms that support that helped strengthen the stated department weakness 

and thus reach the stated department goal. 

 

 WRITING:  Writing Application 

o Narratives (9.7-1 and 10.7-1) 

o Persuasive Essays (10.7-5) 

 

 READING:   

 Acquisition of Vocabulary 

o Context Clues (9.2-1; 10.2-1) 

o Analogical Sets (9.2-2; 10.2-2) 

o Dictionary or other similar reference (10.2-6) 

 Concept of Print, Comprehension Strategies, Self-monitoring Strategies 

o  Apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, 

recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions. (9.3-1) 

o Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of 

grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media. (9.3-2) 

o Apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, 

recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions. (10.3-1) 

o Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of 

grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media. (10.3-2) 

 

As a department, we have applied the Marzano Strategies and utilized Bellringers addressing our areas of concern.  

Quick Writes and Journaling were utilized in all sections of all courses. 

 

The principal weakness seen is that many students still see the quarterly assessments as an “easy” test due to the fact 

that there is a generous curve applied to the actual scores they earn on these tests.  Perhaps we need to reevaluate the 

grading or curving of this instrument, or offer incentives for taking it more seriously. 

 

Emphasize grammar skills 

 

Students in my classes were afforded opportunities to do both active reading and writing on a very frequent basis. 

By direct observation and experience with students across the nation, the current 11th grade class (and the class 

that follows) here at CHS needs substantially more work in both areas as evidenced by the most recent OGT 

scores. While our instructional efforts have been Herculean in scope, the students still have a long way to go 

 

 

Assessing Department Goal:  Do you feel the department goal was realistic?  Do you feel your department 

worked hard enough to obtain the goal?  What can you do differently next year to better prepare your students 

to reach your department goal? 
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The goals set in the English/Language Arts Department were realistic and achievable given the framework in 

which they were developed.  I think our goal was more than realistic, especially since the quarterly assessment 

data shows that we (more or less) met that goal. I am very confident that we met our OGT goal as well. I 
believe that by “tweaking” what I have already done, I can do things a little differently and, perhaps, show more 

achievement.  We know that we all work very diligently to help our students achieve at the highest level of 

which they are capable.  Test score percentages are only a portion of the overall picture, but are often the 

only thing that is examined when determining students’ success.   

 

In order to better prepare our students next year, we have set personal goals of including more opportunities 

for students to do informal writings during class, on a regular basis, so that brainstorming and clarifying their 

ideas within a time limit will become easier, and facilitate them being able to perform even better on the 

OGT writing test, and the writing quarterly assessments.  We will try to touch on more concepts-centered 

teaching earlier on (it was only around the half-way point that I understood concepts over content) and to 

begin transitioning toward preparing the students for the Common Core.  The stress of concepts will extend 

over grades 9-12 as we come to recognize that ACT, OGT, and end of course exams will play huge roles in 

assessing our success as a department. 
 

 


